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intclligent observers in Boston had had the
benefit of seeing the bitter harvest reaped by
other cities that followed the same scheme
set out in the BRA's plan, the demolition of
every old buiiding in sight, and the con-
struction in their stead of ugly plastic or con-
crete high-rise office buildings, hotels, and
luxury residences. In the spirit ofthe Boston
Tea Party, community- and professional
activists decided to draw the line and oppose
further .development according to the
original 1964 plan. As it was, the BRA had
already been responsible for the construc-
tion, at the water's edge, of the massive Har-
bor Towers residential complex, two ugly
white high-rise buildings that blocked the
rest of the city from having a view of the
harbor. Enough ivas enough.

Led by the BWRA, the community
groups put together a team of architects,
engineers, preservationists, ecologists,
lawyers (among whom I was one), and other
p€rsons with professional or civic creden-
tials. They filed a lawsuit against the BRA
and HUD in federal court, claiming that the
project could not go forward until the BRA
complied with the then recently enacted
National Environmental Policy Act, which
requires that agencies running major
federally funded projects do a study of the
environmental consequences of their plans.
No so-called environmental impact state-
ment had ever been done for the downtown
waterfront project. In addition, argued thc
BWRA, the BRA had failed ro follow HUD
guidelines for guaranteeing community
input into urban renewal project decisions.

White and the BRA scoffed at the litiga-
tion threats by the residents until, on April
18, 1972, United States District Judge
Frank J. Murray issued a preliminary
injunction forbidding the BRA from demol-
ishing several blocks of old warehouse
buildings along Fulton and Commercial
Streets in the urban renewal area.

The BRA went into court confident not
only that they were exempt from the require-
ment of producing an environmental impact
statement, but also that they could easily get
anyjudge to agree with them that those old,
decrepit warehouses werc of no potential or
actual value and should be torn down to
make way for more spanking new construc-

Developer Advisory Selection Committee
(DASC) that was to provide the BRA with a
list of persons who would be acceptable
designees to own, redevelop and occupy the
old brick warehouses. which. the BWRA
had long argued, were suitable for renova-
tion into spacious and lovely townhouses.

The settlement set out a very specific
series of procedures that had to be followed
in detail before the BRA could go ahead
with its development plans for the area.
Only after the BRA took the Citizens' com-
mittee's written recommendations into
account and responded in writing to those
recommendations could the BRA go ahead
with any development work. While the BRA
was given the right to make final determin-
ations as to the renewal plan, it was rcquired
to make only "good faith determinations
after reasonably complying with the
procedures" set out in the settlement agree-
ment.

The theory behind the settlement was that
if the BRA were forced to state in writing
its reasons for favoring one potential devel-
oper's plan over another, the worst features
of the worst plans would be eliminated,
because the BRA could not.easily get any
qualified architect, engineer, or city planner
to stake his or her reputation on arguing in
favor of an ill-considered development
proposal. Besides, the BWRA felt that if the
BRA attempted to pusH through one of the
Iess acceptable plans for dwelopment of any
parcel in the project area, the failure of the
BRA to set out sufficient written reasons for
favoring a clearly inferior plan would enable
the residents to return to fedcrat court to
seek to have the BRA's selection declared to
be in violation of the court order embodying
the settlement stipulation.

White and the BRA obviously were not
fully satisfied with the settlement of the
waterfront litigation. For one thing, the
BRA chafed under the burden of having to
listen to the views of what it considered "or-
dinary citizens" who supposedly did not
know as much about urban renewal as Kevin
White and the bigwigs in the BRA. (The
BRA never could quite accept the fact that
among the plaintiffs in the case were
numbered some of the finest architects and

tion like Harhor Tnwerc
engineers in the C
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Briefcnses 
-

/ Continued from previous page )
Murray's clerk, one Robert Smith, who was
home asteep in Plymouth. Smith located
f udge Murray (who reportedly was on a golf
course), and Murray issued a verbal tem-
porary restraining order, prohibiting further
demolition. When the BWRA lawYers
reported to the operators of the wrecking'
cranes that Judge Murray had just issued a

verbal order over the telephone' the
operators laughed, and,the BRA called the
Boston Police to evict the residents con-
ducting the sit-in in the still-standing
buildings.

Luckily, a United States marshall - a
big, burly fellow named Ray Lura - was
dispatched by Smith to announce Judge
Murray's order to the demolition crew and
to enforce that order. He arrived just in the
nick of time. Lura stood directly in front of
one ol the cranes, whose operator was
preparing to demolish a fourth building.
Luia, apparently unarmed (although some
observers in the crowd, by then several
hundred angry and shouting residents, think
they saw a suspicious bulge under his sport
jacket), warned the operator to lower his
crane "in the name of the United States of
America." Kevin White was beaten again,
and the crane was lowered.

The rest of the story is history. The Fulton
and Commercial Street warehouses were
saved, Atlantic Avenue was narrowed, the
park was enlarged, and today the buildings
stand as elegant townhouses in what has
become the garden spot of the city. The view
and uses of the harbor have not been further
obstructed. The downtown waterfront and
Faneuil Hall and Quincy Market areas have
become the envy of other cities and states,
and have served as a lesson as to how to

The Boston waterfront, once a dying and
decaying wasteland, has become vibrant,
important, -and livable once again.

For all of this White takes the credit.
When he holds his press conferences and
goes prancing along the waterfront he fails
io tett the eager rePorters and photo-
graphers and cameramen that he had to be
dragged into court several titnes, until he
guui up his plans to tear down the area and
put up clean, new plastic skyscrapers'' A iew parcels, however, have not yet been
developed. The BWRA has been standing by
for several years, waiting for the mayor and
the BRA to turn their attention to these still
unfinished portions of the urban renewal
project. They have been particularly an-xious
lest an injudicious project be proposed' and
approved, for stately Long Wharf. They
weie glad that the stipulation settling the
lawsuit gave them some input. They rested
easy on the assumption that White and the
BRA would obeY the court order that
obligated them to present their plans to the
citizens' committee for written comments
and suggestions, and that further obligated
the BRA to respond in writing to these com-
ments and suggestions before going forward
on some ill-conceived scheme.

The BWRA's conflrdence that the mayor,
at long last, had learned his lesson and
would be civilized about the whole thing,
even if he still did not like citizens' ideas,
turned out to be an illusion. The BRA again
had not acted in good faith, and had not
followed the commands of the court order
settling the litigation. The BWRA is on its
way back to the federal courts.

One wonders what arrogance prompted
Mayor White to act the way he did and to
ussume that he could get away with it.
History, after all, should have taught him
that citizens in Boston in the 1970s are not

ve the past while ushering in new uses. as docile as they were once to be. I

another environmental problem: drafts.
Those old-timers put that plaster on those
walls for a reason. kids.

Smoking is banned in most of the restau-
rant. which is fine with me. There are smok-

Out to Lundt
(Continued from page 7)

Then there is the St. TroPez quiche
($3.75). Yes, it is topless. No, it is not taste-
less. But it is almost all tomato-pepper-
onion and has almost no cuslard to hold

ing tables, however, and the whole place is
so smalt that this accommodation nullifies
L i{pl nf henning smokins^ Fortunatelv.


